[General directions for the care of the dying patient by the Swiss Academy of Medical Sciences (author's transl)].
The medical ethical and legal principles for the care of the dying are given, different for the patient with judgement and for the inconscieous patient. Contrary to the patient in danger of death (Moriturus) where the doctor has the duty to save the live, in the case of the dying (Moribundus), where the disease is irreversible and the prognosis irremediable, passive euthanasy is permitted. Here the human assistance from man to man is essential. In a separate paper of the directions answer is given to special medical questions in the care of the dying.